News  From  The  ROCK 

Celebrating  20  Years  of  Strength  Through  Diversity  Spring,  1990 


20th  Anniversary  Celebration,  Farewell  to 
Dean  Jenkins,  Scheduled  for  April  7 


by  Sue  Kozel,  L'81 

Livingston  College  is  20  years  old, 
and  there  is  much  to  celebrate.  And, 
as  we  too  have  become  a little  older 
some  of  us  work  as  activists  in  unions 
and,  community  organizations; 
lawyers  in  government,  the  private 
sector  and  for  non-profits;  politicians 
and  political  activists;  and  have 
become  parents  who  value  social  / 

justice,  equality  and  the  molding  / 
of  a better  world  for  all  of  us.  We  / 
can  all  agree  on  one  thing.  Many  / 
of  us  have  carried  the  "Living-  I 

ston  College  Dream"  with  us.  I 

Therefore,  the  Livingston  I 

Alumni  Association  (LAA)  \ 

invites  you  to  a very  special  20th  \ 
Anniversary  Dinner/Reunion  \ 
Celebration  which  will  honor  \ 

Livingston's  past  accomplishments 
while  looking  to  the  future. 

Join  us  at  the  20th  Anniversary 
Party  on  April  7, 1990,  at  the  new  Liv- 
ingston College  Student  Center. 

The  schedule  for  the  evening  is  as 
follows: 

6:30  PM-  8:00  PM  - Cocktail 
Reception  - Meet  and  Greet 

8:00  PM  - ? - Delightful  Dinner 
and  Reunion  Program 

Plus,  there  will  be  a ^?ecial 
musical  treat. 

During  our  dinner  of  lemon 
chicken,  ziti,  salad,  green  beans 
almondine,  baby  carrots,  beer,  soda, 
wine,  and  a special  Livingston  College 
dessert,  you'll  hear  remarks  about  the 
college's  glory  days  as  well  as  some  of 
the  difficult  times  we  all  faced. 

Livingston  College  Dean  W. 

Robert  Jenkins,  Dean  for  13  years,  is 
retiring  from  his  administrative  post 
this  year.  The  LAA  has  selected  Dean 
Jenkins  as  our  Honorary  Alumnus  for 


1990.  It's  really  hard  to  think  that  he 
really  is  going,  and  I know  that  we 
have  all  had  memories  of  his  role.  We 
hope  many  of  the  Livingston  Faculty 
of  the  past  will  join  us  for  war  stories 


and  some  good  old  fun.  We  hope  all 
the  former  Livingston  College  "Pubis- 
tas"  will  be  on  hand  too! 


by  W.  Robert  Jenkins,  Dean 

It  hardly  seems  possible  that  this 
year  is  the  last  since  1968  that  I will 
not  be  a principal  part  of  Livingston 
College.  In  thinking  about  these  past 
21  years  (going  on  22),  I realized  that  I 
had  been  dean  for  a longer  period 
than  anyone  else  and  that  most  of  you 
have  a diploma  with  my  signature  on 
it.  In  fact,  over  70  percent  of  all  Living- 
ston graduates  have  finished  their 
degrees  since  I became  Dean  of  the 
College.  This  fact  was  a shock  and 
something  of  a revelation  to  me  - and. 


In  this  newsletter,  we  are  asking 
you  to  list  your  "favorite"  Livingston 
story.  We'll  read  through  them  and 
distribute  some  of  the  remembrances 
during  this  special  Anniversary 
Program.  Please  send  them  to  the 
Alumni  Relations  Address  ASAP! 

While  some  of  the  best  things  in 
life  are  free,  we  have  to  charge  for  our 
Anniversary  Program.  Please  fill  out 
the  coupon  on  page  4 of  this  news- 
\ letter  to  reserve  your  tickets  at  $18 
\ per  person.  You  will  have  your 
\ reserved  tickets  waiting  for  you  at 
I the  door,  along  with  your  special 
I Anniversary  Program. 

I "Strength  through  Diversity" 

/ remains  Livingston's  Hallmark 
/ and  motto.  We've  survived  racist 
attacks  on  our  College's  intellectual 
credibility  and  contribution  to  New 
Jersey.  We've  survived  the  Academic 
Reorganization  which  threatened  to 
destroy  the  Livingston  we  all  knew 
from  prior  to  1980.  And  Livingston 

Continues  on  page  3 . . . 


admittedly,  a source  of  a good  deal  of 
pride. 

Writing  this  article  has  made  me 
think  about  our  College's  history,  to 
remember  things  which  happened, 
and  some  which  didn't  happen. 
Commenting  on  what  we  might  have 
done  is  tempting,  but  I will  avoid  that 
useless  exercise.  To  say  "if  only  . . ."  is 
too  frustrating  and  much  too  negative. 
There  are  countless  positives  associ- 
ated with  us  and  I will  limit  myself  to 
comments  on  a few  of  them.  My  years 

Continues  on  page  2 ..  . 
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Reflections:  A Message  From  the  Dean 


. . . continued  from  page  1 

at  Livingston  have  been  stimulating 
and,  for  the  most  part,  satisfying. 

My  best  memories  are  those  which 
are  about  people  - our  faculty,  staff, 
and  students.  Some  key  staff  and 
faculty  first  come  to  mind,  especially 
Dr.  Ernest  Lynton,  the  first  dean.  Dean 
Lynton  had  the  vision  to  believe  that 
Livingston  College,  anything  but 
traditional,  belonged  as  a unit  of  the 
old  and  traditional  Rutgers  University. 
Largely  through  his  efforts,  an  espe- 
cially strong  faculty  was  recruited  and 
they,  sharing  the  E)ean's  sense  of 
mission,  developed  the  programs  and 
practices  which  made  Livingston 
College  a special  place. 

Students  were  admitted  from  all 
parts  of  society  and  we  could  point  to 
a truly  pluralistic  student  body.  About 
one-third  of  our  first  class  were  non- 
white; about  the  same  ratio  we  con- 
tinue to  enjoy.  In  recruiting  and 
admitting  special  students,  we  didn't 
stop  with  admission.  Instead,  capable 
and  influential  faculty  and  administra- 
tive staff  were  recruited  and  devel- 
op>ed  programs  to  assure  that  special 
admits  did  not  go  through  a revolving 
door.  Instead,  these  students  could 
look  forward  to  graduation  with  a first 
class  degree.  One  of  these  early  and 
special  faculty  members  who  helped 
the  College  achieve  its  goals  was  Dr. 
Franklyn  Jenifer,  who  has  recently 
been  named  President  of  Howard 
University. 

Ultimately,  however,  it  is  you 
students  of  whom  I am  most  proud. 
We  see  you  now,  11,(XX)  plus  of  you,  in 
all  wall«  of  life,  including  physicians, 
attorneys,  teachers,  business  p>ersons, 
and  on  and  on.  Many  of  you  occupy 
positions  of  leadership  and  responsi- 
bility. Whenever  I hear  from  a gradu- 
ate there  is  still  that  something  special 
that  we  share  - the  sense  of  having 
been  in  a spjecial  college  at  a special 
time. 

On  campus,  there  are  many 
changes.  Our  academic  innovations 
have  been  adopted  by  other  units  and 
also  by  Rutgers  University  itself.  We 
sometimes  hear  complaints  that 
Livingston  College  has  lost  its  distinct- 
iveness. There  is  truth  in  this  state- 
ment, but  it  is  less  our  having  changed 
than  others  having  changed  to  match 
us. 


But  realistically,  we  are  not  what 
we  used  to  be.  The  growth  and 
development  of  the  University  has 
markedly  diminished  the  role  of  the 
colleges  and  much  of  the  distinctive- 
ness we  enjoyed.  That  is  regrettable 
but  there  is  little  we  can  do  about  it. 
Some  things  special  about  Livingston 
College  continue  - our  seeming 
irreverence  at  times,  our  notion  that 
things  don't  have  to  be  a certain  way; 
our  occasional  arrogance,  because  we 
know  we're  good;  our  instances  of 
feeling  left  out,  something  referred  to 
as  Livingston  paranoia;  and  more 
imjX)rtantly,  our  spirit  and  belief  in 
the  future  and  our  own  roles  in  the 
future. 

The  late  President  Edward 
Bloustein  once  remarked  that  Living- 
ston College  had  done  more  to  make 

Join  the  Livingston 

by  Chris  Berzinski  L'80 

I'm  not  going  to  waste  your  time 
trying  to  be  clever  or  cute  about  how  I 
say  it. 

The  simple  fact  is  that  the  Living- 
ston Alumni  Association  needs  more 
alumni  to  become  active  in  leadership 
if  the  association  is  going  to  continue 
its  progress.  Several  alumni  active  for 
many  years  have  moved  away  or 
moved  on  to  other  interests,  leaving  us 
critically  short  of  the  leadership 
needed  to  plan  and  present  programs 
and  services,  such  as  this  newsletter. 

What  am  I asking  you  to  do? 

I'm  asking  for  you  to  dedicate  a 
handful  of  evenings  a year,  excluding 
the  summer,  to  becoming  active  on  the 
alumni  council.  If  you  like  to  write 
there's  plenty  to  do.  If  you  like  to 
work  with  friends  to  organize  big 
parties  and  dinners,  there's  also  a lot 
to  keep  you  busy.. 

The  point  is  that  getting  active  in 
the  alumni  association  gives  you 
enormous  rewards  in  terms  of  fun  in  a 
social  atmosphere  and  satisfaction  in 
helping  Livingston  in  return  for  a 
minimal  investment  of  your  time. 

Call  me  at  home,  (201)  545-1193,  if 
you  want  to  talk  about  what  it  is  like 
being  an  alumni  volunteer.  You  can 
also  write  to  the  Alumni  Relations 
Department  at  172  College  Ave.,  New 


Rutgers  University  a state  university 
than  had  any  other  single  contribu- 
tion. We  can  remember  that  statement 
with  pride  because  we've  all  been  a 
part  of  it. 

As  I wind  down  my  time  as  Dean, 

I look  to  my  own  future  as  well. 
Livingston  is  so  much  a part  of  me 
that  I can  never  get  away,  even  if  I 
should  want  to.  I will  continue  to 
advise  Livingston  College  students 
seeking  careers  in  the  health  profes- 
sions and  exp>ect  to  teach  regularly  on 
our  campus.  To  the  extent  that  I am 
able,  I hope  to  keep  Livingston 
College  alive,  different  and  exciting.  I 
wish  the  new  Dean  well,  whoever  he 
or  she  may  be.  And  I urge  those  of  you 
who  care  to  hold  the  University  and 
College  responsible  for  maintaining 
our  distinctiveness  and  mission. 

Alumni  Association 

Brunswick,  NJ  08903,  or  call  (201)  932- 
6774  and  tell  them  to  put  you  on  the 
alumni  council  mailing  list. 

Thanks! 

Activism 
Saves  Preserve 

by  Sue  Kozel,  L'81 

After  over  two  years  of  political 
and  community  organizing,  the 
environmental  treasure  which  is  on 
the  Livingston  College  campus  may  be 
finally  saved.  And  it  took  building 
Livingston  College  coalitions  like 
those  from  our  past  to  help  beat  back  a 
powerful  opposition  to  save  the 
Rutgers  Ecological  Preserve  from 
destruction. 

You  may  recall  that  an  80  acre 
buffer  zone  to  the  Rutgers  Ecological 
Preserve  was  proposed  for  develop- 
ment for  over  1,200  units  of  housing. 
Building  on  the  buffer  would  have 
allowed  a road  to  be  built  through  the 
heart  of  the  Preserve.  Such  develop- 
ment would  have  undermined  the 
integrity  of  this  wildlife  sanctuary  by 
splitting  the  pre-1840s  virgin  forest 
into  two,  and  thereby  dividing  the 
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Phonothon  '90:  Fun, 
Food,  and  a Chance 
to  Win  a California 
Trip 

by  Amos  Danube,  L'72 
School  Agent 

Would  you  do  a service  for  Liv- 
ingston College  that  is  important,  fun. 


r 


gifts  during  Phonothon  '90  will  mean: 

• Better  Programs  for  Living- 
ston Students 

• A chance  to  do  a service  for 
your  Alma  Mater 

• The  opportunity  to  meet  and 
talk  with  other  committed  and  caring 
alumni  and  friends 


Phonothon  '90 

Tillett  Hall,  Room  111,  Livingston  College,  Piscataway,  NJ 


Name 
Address 
College  . 


n 


Year 


Tel.:  Home 


Work 


rewarding  and  requires  just  one  1 

□ 

Monday 

March  26 

□ 

Sunday 

April  1 

evening  of  your  time?  1 

□ 

Tuesday 

March  27 

□ 

Monday 

April  2 

Volunteering  a few  hours  of  your  | 

□ 

Wednesday 

March28 

□ 

Tuesday 

April  3 

time  on  one  evening  (or  more)  to  call  | 

□ 

Thursday 

March  29 

□ 

Wednesday 

April  4 

Livingston  alumni  for  their  annual  i 

□ 

Thursday 

April  5 

Circle  the  date  you  are  volunteering  for! 
Please  send  the  coupx)n  to: 


l_ 


Rutgers  University  Foundation 
Phonothon  '90 
191  College  Avgnue 
New  Brunswick,  NJ  08901 


_l 


Activism  Saves  Rutgers  Preserve 
From  Developers 


• A fun-filled  evening  on 
campus,  including  a buffet  supper, 
balloons,  prizes  and  souvenirs 

• A chance  to  win  a 4 days/ 3 
nights  trip  for  two  to  Los  Angeles, 
California! 

I am  very  glad  to  report  that  con- 
tributions by  Livingston  alunmi 
increased  from  $23,211.90  in  87-88  to 
$45,089.80  in  88-89. 1 sincerely  hope 
this  trend  will  be  continued  with  your 
help. 

Phonothon  '90  takes  place  at 
Tillett  Hall,  Room  111,  Livingston  Col- 
lege, from  March  26  through  March  29 
and  April  1 through  April  5.  At  the 
end  of  each  session,  one  name  will  be 
drawn  as  a finalist  to  win  the  trip. 
Sessions  begin  at  5:30  with  a buffet 
dinner,  followed  by  training  and  ori- 
entation. During  the  course  of  the 
evening,  drawings  will  be  held  for 
pri2jes,  and  souvenirs  will  be  given  to 
every  participant. 

To  participate,  just  fill  out  the 
coupon  and  drop  it  in  the  mail.  If  you 
need  more  information,  please  feel 
free  to  call  me;  my  phone  numbers  are 
201-932-2531  before  noon  and  201-572- 
2472  after  1 p.m. 

I hope  you  will  fill  out  the  coupon 
right  now.  Phonothon  is  easy  and  fun. 
Together,  we  can  help  build  and 
sustain  programs  vital  to  a quality 
education  at  Livingston  College. 


. . . continued  from  page  2 

Preserve  into  two  sections.  The 
Preserve  is  a 370-acre  stretch  of  unbro- 
ken environmentally  sensitive  land  in 
the  heart  of  Middlesex  County,  one  of 
the  most  densely  populated  in  the 
State. 

With  the  help  of  local  and  state 
environmental  organizations,  political 
leaders  in  both  parties  around  the 
state,  student  organizations  and 
concerned  individuals,  and  outraged 
community  leaders,  it  looks  like  the 
development  plans  are  finally  dead. 
The  Friends  of  the  Rutgers  Ecological 
Preserve  (FREP),  a community  group 
of  which  I am  a member,  led  the  anti- 
development fight,  taking  the  battle  to 
the  State  legislature,  the  Council  on 
Affordable  Housing  (CO AH),  the 
County  Freeholders,  to  Rutgers'  Board 
Meetings  and  to  the  Press. 

It  was  a shame  that  the  citizens 
did  not  find  much  help  from  their 
local  legislators  in  the  17th  District. 

In  many  ways,  this  environmental 
fight  was  a tribute  to  the  Livingston 
spirit  that  many  of  us  promoted 
during  our  college  years.  Up  against 
amazing  odds  which  would  have 
intimidated  most  people,  the  activists 


built  an  unusual  and  effective  coali- 
tion which  educated  the  public.  Our 
urban  college  will  face  the  next 
century  with  a unique  environmental 
treasure.  And,  with  the  20th  anniver- 
sary day  of  Earth  Day  upon  us,  the 
successful  anti-development  move- 
ment reminds  us  that  our  quality  of 
life  in  New  Jersey  and  on  this  planet 
will  only  be  preserved  if  pieople  fight 
to  save  the  environment. 

20th  Celebration, 
Dean  Jenkins  Party 

. . continued  from  page  1 

College  has  remained  one  of  the  Uni- 
versity's multi-racial  beacons  dedi- 
cated toward  provided  equal  accessi- 
bility to  higher  education  for  all  New 
Jerseyans  regardless  of  income,  race 
and  ethnic  background. 

1 know  you  are  proud  of  the  Liv- 
ingston tradition  and  the  difference  it 
has  made  in  your  life.  Help  us  cele- 
brate and  keep  the  Livingston  Spirit 
alive!. 


Page  4 


Spring,  1990 


News  From  The  Rock 


What  Are  You  Doing  Now? 

Keep  that  Livingston  Spirit  alive!  Drop  the  LAA  a note  and  tell 
us  what  you've  been  up  to,  or  if  there's  anyone  special  from 
whom  you'd  like  to  hear.  Address  your  comments  to: 
News  From  The  Rock 
51  Cherrywood  Drive 
Somerset,  NJ  08873 


Livingston  College  20th  Anniversary/ 

I Dean  W.  Robert  Jenkins  Farewell 

I Saturday,  April  7,  6:30  p.m. 

I Livingston  Student  Center 

I YES!  I want  to  be  there!  Enclosed  is  my  check  (made 
I payable  to  the  Livingston  Alumni  Association)  for: 

I □ tickets  at  $18  each 

Name 

I Address 

I City State Zip  

Class  Year 

I Phone  

I Send  this  coupon  and  your  check  by  March  23  to: 

I LAA  20th  Anniversary 
I c/o  Dept,  of  Alumni  Relations 
I 172  College  Ave. 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  08901 
^or  more  info.,  call  201-932-6773 


ALUMNI!! 

Do  you  have  any  fond  re- 
membrances of  your  years  at 
Livingston  that  you  would 
like  to  share  with  fellow 
graduates?  If  so,  type  them 
up  and  send  them  to  the  LAA, 
c/o  51  Cherrywood  Dr., 
Somerset,  NJ  08873,  and  they 
will  be  included  in  the  special 
program  being  produced  for 
the  20th  Anniversary  Cele- 
bration. 


Constitutional 

Question 

Should  the  Living- 
ston Alumni  Associa- 
tion increase  its  yearly 
dues  to  $15? 

LAA  dues  have  not  been  in- 
creased since  1974.  The  extra 
money  raised  by  the  dues 
increase  will  allow  the  LAA  to 
widen  its  scope  of  offerings  to 
the  membership. 

This  question  will  be  voted 
upon  by  the  membership  in 
attendance  at  the  LAA  Annual 
Meeting,  to  be  held  April  7 prior 
to  the  20th  Anniversary  Celebra- 
tion. 


News  From  The  Rock 
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